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Chairperson’s Report 

Our motto “Prosperity Through Kindness” encapsulates the Foundation’s mission to be a vehicle for local, 
place-based giving. Funds raised and received are invested and income earned from these investments is 
directed towards projects that enhance community life. The DCFWA Board still believes in the long term vision 
and the importance of pursuing a robust status as a community foundation, working for our local people. 
Denmark needs to look after the Denmark region and countless other national and international community 
foundations are testament to the incredible advantages grassroots giving and investment can bring. 
 
The Foundation is totally run by volunteers and local professionals, currently offering pro-bono assistance. As 
the DCFWA grows we may need to consider employing staff, however if our innovative community technology 
project to electronically manage and track community engagement information, fundraising activities, donors 
and recipients, grant applications and provide financial management tracking online with automatic marketing 
for the Foundation e-newsletter and website works, then we may be able to conduct the Foundation’s 
business more efficiently. 
 
The main activities and achievements for 2014 -2015 have been: 
 
The successful acquisition of an FRRR Circle Grant for $23,500 entitled “Firming the Foundation.”  These funds 
have and will assist in firming up the governance and operational aspects of the organisation through: 
 

 Higher level strategic planning and operational processes (Strategic Planning workshops conducted by 

Kylie Cutten –Facilitator; Australian Facilitation) DCFWA Strategic Plan 2015 -2018 to be ratified by 

new Board after 2015 AGM. 

 Governance training and direction for Board members and assistance in the production of a solid 

range of appropriate policy and procedure documents relevant to Foundation activities  

 Working with a range of stakeholders (internal and external) to ensure the Foundation’s mission, 

programs, products and services are consistently presented in a strong, positive way to all 

stakeholders and the wider public. (Meetings with Denmark Chamber of Commerce and Denmark Arts 

to explore future partnerships were held. Numerous meetings with individuals in local business and 

community groups.) 

 Creation of a robust business plan to 2018 to include the development of marketing and fundraising 

plans. (2016 Marketing Plan to be initiated post AGM) 

 Develop state of the art technological capacity including social media and web presence with 
interactive and donation capabilities. (Sumit Dutta – Not for Profit Technology is developing a state of 
the art Information Management System (IMS) for community foundations,) 
 

 $5,000 in Back to School funding was secured from FRRR again this year and a bigger demand than 

ever saw the vouchers well used by financially challenged families and students at both the Denmark 

Agricultural College and Denmark Primary and High Schools.  



 

                                    
                              A thankyou card from disabled riding class student Kayla 

 

The Foundation ensured all funds were distributed and used in Denmark through supporting local 

businesses e.g. Local Heroes and the Denmark High School Uniform Shop. DCFWA’s partnership with 

FRRR has seen over $50,000 in assistance funding spent in our town.  

DCFWA through some of the BTS funds assisted the Denmark High School’s Annual production 

“Retroactive” in which 75 students took part. The funds ensured the children had tuition and backing 

from professional musicians and local dance teachers. 

 

 

 
 

 

 A Community Grants Round was held in September-October 2014 which provided an opportunity for 

local community groups and individuals to apply for up to $1,000 each for a small project or initiative 

which enhances, or would benefit, community life in Denmark. Six community projects submitted 

applications this year with the CWA, Spirit of Play and Greenskills being successful in acquiring grants 

for their specific projects and we hope to have a few more applications in the 2015 Round. 

 

A special Community Grants Committee was created to adjudicate the applications in order to keep 

the whole selection process equitable and at ‘arm’s length’ from the Board.  

 



 
 

*The 2015 Grants round has been postponed until after the new Board has met and the strategic 

plan accepted.* 

 

 The website www.dcfwa.org.au developed further and was the main vehicle for engaging the 

Community Grants Round applicants to download and complete their submissions electronically. 

DCFWA also has a FaceBook presence now at 

https://www.facebook.com/DenmarkCommunityFoundationWaInc  

 

 Memberships are still currently free to anyone who lives in or is associated with Denmark Western 

Australia. 

 

 The 2015 Community Foundations Forum (CFF) hosted in Fremantle WA was attended by 2 of our 

Board members and was a valuable networking and learning opportunity. In particular the Vital Signs 

program (an annual community check-up which utilises credible and reliable data providing a 

comprehensive and accessible look at how our communities are faring in key quality-of-life areas) and 

Impact 100 concepts will be tabled at potential activities for our new Board in 2016.  

Knowing Denmark is now part of the rapidly growing cohort of community foundations throughout 

Australia (36) and the world (700+) supports the notion that small communities like ours need to turn 

to themselves to nurture, grow and truly support their people, as sources of community funding 

become scarcer. 

 

 DCFWA is now a registered member of the Australian Communities Foundation (ACP) 

http://australiancommunityphilanthropy.org.au giving us direct access to information and assistance 

from established practitioners.  

 

 Once elected, our new Board will participate in a Business Planning workshop to be run by an expert 

financial and business strategist with a view to building the Foundation’s business and financial 

http://www.dcfwa.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/DenmarkCommunityFoundationWaInc
http://australiancommunityphilanthropy.org.au/


strengths in the oncoming years. There are a couple of potential exciting initiatives in the pipeline for 

2015 and our members will be advised of these and other developments in an online news brief 

which will be distributed directly to members and accessible to anyone  via our website. 

www.dcfwa.org.au 

 

 Collaborations with the Denmark Historical Society, Denmark Community Resource Centre, Denmark 

Arts, Denmark St. John Ambulance (DSJA), Denmark Community Windfarm (DCW), the Agricultural 

College, Denmark Chamber of Commerce and local schools were developed further and it is 

anticipated an increase in further relationship building exercises in 2015. 

 

 Fundraising and donations: Spring Wine Fundraiser organised by Judith Bradley through Howard Park 

Wines; Denmark Hotel and Motel and personal contributions from individuals. **A special 

acknowledgement needs to be given to Max Ings, Proprietor of the Denmark Hotel and Motel in 

providing their function room for Board meetings all this year. Not only has he given us a comfortable 

venue at which to meet, but every month has shown immense generosity in donating cash gifts to the 

Foundation, raised from various activities held at the ‘Pub”. Thank you Max! 

 

 Legal and Accounting - Squire Patton Boggs, a Perth based legal firm, have provided invaluable pro 

bono legal assistance to the foundation during 2014 -2015 and a special thanks to Fiona Meaton – 

Associate and her colleagues in helping us through some regulatory mazes this year. 

Thanks to Karen Mills – Focussed Results, who has been DCFWA Treasurer for 3 years and recently 

moved to Perth, for her assistance with ‘the books’ and reporting to ATO and Charitable License 

requirements. 

Acknowledgment of our 2014 Board members, Judith Bradley, Bev McGuiness, Sumit Dutta (Deputy 

Chairperson), Sue Anderson (Secretary), Liz jack, Nigel Levinson, Karen Mills (Treasurer), Kelli Gillies and Don 

Millar must be made. Karen, Kelli and Don have offered their resignations to attend to other pressing 

commitments. Their generous inputs in time and energy to ensure DCFWA progressed to the point where we 

now have firmly established governance and a firmer platform from which to launch our 2016 activities. 

 

Thanks to all 

 
Dr Gillian Sellar 

Chairperson – Denmark Community Foundation (WA) Inc. 

5 November 2015 
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